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The analyse of the treatment of new mathematics taught in the training of
engineers and artillery, in private colleges, academies and universities in the XVIII
century deserves to be known for understanding the evolution of the history of
mathematical education. We will consider the activity of important teachers and
scholars who, despite being put aside in common historiography of mathematics, played
a major role in disseminating “modern” mathematical theories.

In Spain, as in other countries, the origins of “scientific” engineering lay in the Army,
where officers acquired their training informally. After the War of Succession (1701-
1714), the Spanish Bourbon Monarchy played a relevant role in the scientific and
technologic development by establishing several institutions to promote a higher
education for the officer corps, and mathematics constituted a pillar of Academy’s
curriculum.

In 1739, a Royal Ordinance established the contents of the course in mathematics to
be taught in the academies. This course, prepared by Pedro Lucuce (1692-1779),
consisted of eight treatises with a total of approximately 2,200 pages long on the main
fields of mathematics, including “pure” mathematics (arithmetic and geometry), and
“mixed” mathematics (cosmography, statics, hydraulics, architecture, artillery, and
fortification). We know that the logarithms, the algebra and the trigonometry are well
developed in this text.

Therefore, the aim of this communication is to analyse the treatment given to pure
mathematics (including logarithms, algebra and trigonometry) in this course, in order to
reflect on the features of mathematical contributions taught in this text, making a
comparison with other mathematical courses taught in other European countries.
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